Oct. 8, 2012
To: Samdach Heng Somrin, Chair of National Assembly

Subject: Petition to Make Cambodia an Eviction and Land Grab Free Zone
At this very moment, a billion people worldwide are either threatened with homelessness or living in bad housing conditions, due to large-scale investments of financial and real estate capital, social, economic and racial discrimination, wars and natural disasters. This figure is set to increase to 1.7 billion by 2020.
Over the past two decades, Phnom Penh has seen more than 10 per cent of the city’s inhabitants displaced from their homes. As land prices have soared, more than 150,000 people have found themselves without a home, many of them coerced and intimidated into leaving, others traumatised by having watched their homes and belongings destroyed by excavators. People displaced from their land and homes often also lose their jobs, have less access to education and health care, and end up in vicious cycles of poverty and debt. Children are disproportionately affected. 
Nationally, over 400,000 people have been affected by land disputes since 2003. Most of these people have been affected by Economic Land Concessions (ELCs). Cambodia’s ELC scheme allows the government to transfer land – including property belonging to subsistence farmers and land falling within protected areas – to industrial agriculture firms, leaving farmers landless and nature devastated. In a recent report by UN Special Rapporteur on Cambodia, Mr Surya Subedi stated that "[t]here are well documented, serious and widespread human rights violations associated with land concessions" in Cambodia.  2012 has been a particularly bad year, with the government resorting to violence against those standing up for their rights. 
​Forced evictions are a violation of human rights. According to international human rights standards, including the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and Article 11 of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, everyone has the right to adequate housing and freedom from forced eviction. Article 44 of the Cambodian Constitution also guarantees that property ownership will be protected, and that any taking of property must only occur where it is in the public interest. Such takings must be in accordance with the law and require “fair and just compensation in advance.”   
A situation in which the poor alone bear the cost of "development" is unacceptable. By gathering here today, we call for equitable development in Cambodia, for people to be put before profit, and for an end to forced evictions and land grabs throughout the country. 
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